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Summer has arrived!  
The past couple of months have been full for our club — from the 37th Aviemore Classic in October to hosƟng 
Laser sailors from across the South Island during Canterbury Anniversary weekend. Both events brought great 
racing, memorable moments (and plenty of camaraderie on and off the water. You will find full reports from each 
regaƩa in this issue. 
 
Our clubrooms conƟnue to be well used, with recent hires including a Christmas party for local pharmacies. To 
add value for hirers, the commiƩee has invested in round tables and set table linen hire opƟons, creaƟng new 
opportuniƟes for revenue while enhancing the experience for guests. 
 
On the water, Wednesday club nights have been 
buzzing with juniors and a few adult learners 
joining in. Despite some challenging weather, 
we’ve made the most of the good condiƟons, and 
Saturday sailing is picking up as spring gives way to 
more seƩled summer breezes. Juniors also 
benefited from expert coaching alongside the Laser 
weekend, and you can read their reflecƟons later in 
this newsleƩer. 
 
Looking ahead, don’t miss the details on our 
upcoming Club Trivia Night, and check out the Buy, 
Sell and Trade secƟon if you’re in the market for a 
Weta. 
 
Here’s to a summer of great sailing, shared learning, and plenty of fun both on and off the water. 
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Lasers in Timaru 
 
Canterbury Anniversary weekend saw Laser Sailors from all 
over the South Island make their way to Timaru for three days 
of the best we have to offer!  
 
Friday 14 November was designated a coaching day, with Erik 
SƟbbe providing his expert coaching to a group of seven 
sailors, who made the most of the opportunity for 
development ahead of a weekend regaƩa.  Our visitors were 
delighted to be joined by a couple of friendly dolphins, and 
enjoyed great condiƟons with wind and swell building over 
the aŌernoon.  Coaching was followed by a comprehensive 
debrief in the clubrooms.   
 
Saturday morning saw 15 sailors take to the water for two 
races before a hasty retreat to shore, to shelter from an 
incoming electrical storm with large hail stones.  AŌer the 
storm had passed through, another three races were 
completed before returning to the clubrooms, where Erik was 
once again on hand for some on shore discussion and debrief.  
This was followed by roast pork for dinner and a great evening 
of catching up with friends. 
 
Sunday, day two, and another six races were held – this Ɵme 
Timaru delivered with the weather, ENE winds and sunshine .  
A pod of dolphins were once again a highlight especially for 
those who usually sail on lakes.   
 
We had a mix of youth and masters sailors, from Mount 
Pleasant YC, Naval Point Club, Vauxhall YC, Bluff YC, Wanaka YC, 
Nelson YC, Marakura YC, WakaƟpu YC and of course one of our 
own.  Feedback from visiƟng sailors and their families was 
posiƟve about our faciliƟes and hospitality, and they are keen 
to come back again. 
 
Thank you to all who helped to make the weekend a success, 
especially Peter Taylor, Gordon Collister, Graham O’Connor, 
Kerry Worrall, Peter Henderson, Erik SƟbbe, Richard Johnson 
and Simon Boys.  Thanks also to the parents of the younger 
sailors who willingly rolled up their sleeves and helped out. 
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37th Aviemore Classic Report 
 
Big thank you to the sponsors and compeƟtors of the 37th Trust 
Aoraki Aviemore Classic RegaƩa  
 
We would like to thank all our sponsors for again supporƟng this 
years 37th Aviemore Classic RegaƩa, without out their support, we 
cant run this significant South Canterbury / Mackenzie Country event. We would like to also thank all the 
compeƟtors who aƩend this event, as they travelled all over New 
Zealand to aƩend this event. 
 

 
This year’s event was the 
37th year of this event 
being held and also had 
the Noelex 25 South 
Islands included. We had 
an amazing turn up of 
trailer sailboat entries 
who all enjoyed the 
weekend even with the 
strong winds that 
occurred. Put on a BBQ 

for all who aƩended and even packed the main tent Saturday aŌernoon 
with the NPC Rugby Final Canterbury vs Otago. Was amazing to see sailors and campsite campers all geƫng 
together to enjoy the rugby and some great banter that occurred during the day. 
 
We were sadly only able to complete 1 out of 3 days of scheduled racing due to the strong winds and also the Red 
wind warning that occurred on the Thursday before the event. CompeƟtors appreciated the call by organisers 

making that call but pleased Trust Aoraki race on the Sunday was 
able to be sailed.  
 
Was amazing to see Weapon of Choice and Piracy make the trip 
down from the top of the North Island for the event and was also 
amazing to see Eau Asis make the trip up from Invercargill also. 
Being the longest fresh water trailer yacht regaƩa it’s great to see 
where and who travels 
to this amazing event.  
 
Would like to thank our 

major sponsor for Aviemore Classic 2025, which is Trust Aoraki. If it 
wasn't for them and their ongoing support, this fresh water trailer 
yacht regaƩa would be impossible and also never gives a sailor a 
chance to sail in fresh water.  Would like to thank our amazing 
volunteer support, as it wasn't for them, this event would be 
impossible to run and also would like to thank Timaru Yacht and 
Power Boat Club for their ongoing to support also. There is way too many people to thank but truly we the 
Aviemore Classic CommiƩee, truly appreciate all the help you provide to make this event so special. 
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Overall this year’s Aviemore Classic 2025 RegaƩa was a great success, catching up with good friends and enjoying 
new memories on and off the water. Roll on 2026 Aviemore Classic  

                       
 

 
On behalf of the Aviemore Classic 2025 CommiƩee, have a great summer 
and thank you again for your support and involvement on making this event 
so special. Look forward to seeing you all at the Aviemore Classic 2026 
RegaƩa following Labour Weekend in October 2026
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Juniors Coaching 
 
Alongside the Laser weekend, there was a fantasƟc opportunity on offer for club sailors, and juniors in parƟcular.  
Erik provided coaching to four keen junior sailors on Saturday and Sunday mornings before the Laser Sailors got 
underway.   
 
While this wasn’t taken up by many of our juniors, those who did join in found it really worthwhile and feedback 
was posiƟve, especially with this being the first significant opportunity to learn something new since Learn to Sail. 
 
Hannah commented specifically on the learning to turn without using a rudder and how that reduces the fricƟon 
that would otherwise slow her boat during a race.  She felt the training was exactly focused on what she had 
asked for, and also gave her new skills to pracƟse over the season.  On Sunday, Hannah was also able to spend 
Ɵme with Erik whilst he was coaching the Laser sailors. 
 
Thanks to funding from Pub Charity, we were able to provide this 
coaching at no cost to our own sailors and a minimal charge to visiƟng 
sailors to help with fuel and food provided aŌerwards. 
 
 
 

Club Trivia Night – Save the Date! 
 
Put this one on your calendar for the new year.  More Info to come nearer the Ɵme. 
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Buy, Sell and Trade – Weta for Sale 
 
I am reluctant to sell this Weta but I do hope it gives someone else pleasure to sail it 
  
Specs: 

 This is one of the later (lighter, more rigid) 
models with foam sandwich fibreglass, all in 
good condiƟon. 

 Hull/sail number 1175.  
 Sails; 1 gib, 2 mains (one is 9.3 ''pinhead', the 

other a square top),1 genoa, all in good 
condiƟon 

 Includes a beach trolley and a road trailer, 
both in excellent condiƟon 

 Rudder, centreboard, double Ɵller and sheets 
all in good condiƟon 

 Includes two covers;  one for when Weta is 
folded and the other was custom made for 
when its fully rigged. 

 The Weta has been well maintained and 
looked aŌer. I am happy to discuss delivery 
methods 

 Asking price: $13,000 

  
Contact Colin Willcock 0211860913 
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Nice Shot! 
 
This shot won a 2nd placing at the Ashburton A&P Show – well done Melissa.   
Freak Brothers at the end of the 2024/25 season 
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Revised Sailing Programme for 2025-2026 Season 
In case you missed it, in our last Rhumbline, the weekend sailing programme has been updated. 
 

 


